
Eyes and Colours 




First Ldition 1^84 



Mauiriuli From ihe Tianjin Peopled ArL Publishing House 

Written by Xu Fen and Zhuang Youjuan 
Illustrated by Wu Jinglu 



Printed in the People's Republic of China 




i mm 



lrwo$ roorni 
Sun Vos rising,. Owl Wds 
home from his night in 
tie fields. Perched on his 
tree, he counted the 
mice he hod c ought and 
began to get ready to 
go to sleep. 







High on a branch, a magpie sang, ! ‘The colours are 
bright The Sun is red. The forests are green. The waves 
of rice are golden . ... 11 





Owl thought Magpie was all 
wrong. He murmured to himself: 
"The sunlight is dim, the fields are 
grey. There is nothing bright 
around. Why does the iittle 
Magpie describe everything as 
colou rfui?’ 1 







Some time later, Owl and 
Magpie went together to visit 
Pointer Monkey. They asked him 
to paint two pictures based on 
their different opinions. Monkey 
agreed. 



Monkey painted a colourful landscape for 
Magpie and a traditional Chinese painting for Owl. 
Each was beautiful 





Two days later, Owl came for his 
picture. Monkey handed him the colourful 
landscape painting. Owl looked at It and 
was satisfied. He thanked the painter and 
left. 













When Magpie came. Monkey gave her the 
traditional painting. Magpie chirped, “That h lovely. 
But it’s too bad that ft's not in colour. 1 " 





M Oh!" Monkey L, 

discovered that he 
made a mistake. "1 
have given the col- 
ourful one to Owl. Go and exchange with him/' he said* 





Et was dusk. Magpie found Owl and asked if he 
would exchange pictures with her. OwJ peered at the 
traditional Chinese painting and hooted, '“Alright. Since 
the two are about the same, it doesn't matter." MagpEe 
took the colourful picture gratefully. 
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The next day, Magpie was admiring her picture when Dog 
came over to see what she was doing. 
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“Look, now be- 
autiful the picture 
is!" Mogpie sang, 
“Why? Isn't it al! 
block and white?” 
barked Dog, 

scratching his head. 








tittle Bee flew up. “What are you talking about? 1 ' 
she buzzed, u The picture is just like what we see. 
The flowers ore red, yetbw and green." 









M &otH of you must 
have bod eyes. 
I'll go and invite 
Frog to come 
and see it," she 
cheeped. 













Magpie flew over 
to Frog and said to him, 
“You have good eyes. 
Please come and see a 
beautiful picture." 








Frog opened his eyes wide, but he can't see any 
picture, “Move It around, please. I cannot see anything 
still- But Ef you wiggle it, I can see It from far away/ T he 
croaked. 













While they were talking. Monkey came along 
on his way to paint In the woods. He was delighted 
to find that they were discussing his picture. The 
others asked him what colours he used in the picture. 




Monkey told them 
hove painted 
what you 

‘Now I sgj| 
cried. "Our eyetf*iiprdi 
colours/' 

‘That’s right; Your 

eyes are diff ; nt/' said 
Monkey, 
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